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Some obstacles faced by Japanese learners of English is the homogeneity of the typical university English
classroom and the lack of availability of proficient English speakers with whom they can “use” the language
on a regular basis. My current research interests are connected to testing methods and classroom materials
that will foster student—to—student and student—to—teacher English communication in highly homogenous
language learning environments, such as those found in Japanese university classrooms.
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Positive Test Washback

[ am currently investigating the efficacy of low—stakes oral-proficiency tests with teacher feedback as an
external motivator to encourage language practice and development in a low—proficiency EFL classroom. I
am interested in learning to what extent intermittent teacher feedback given before and after low—stakes in—
class speaking tests can encourage EFL students to increase their practice of speaking skills and improve

their speaking fluency.
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